
Halloween is quickly approaching and all of the little ghosts and goblins are getting excited about their costumes.  
While the City of Manassas does not regulate Halloween, we are asking that everyone continue practicing safe behaviors 
to slow the spread of COVID-19.

If you think you have COVID-19, may have been exposed to someone with COVID-19, or are showing any COVID-19 symptoms, 
you should not participate in trick-or-treating or any other in-person Halloween festivities.

Best practices ask that everyone planning to celebrate Halloween this year should avoid close contact with people who do not live in their
household, wear a mask, keep 6-feet distance and practice frequent and proper hand washing, household, wear a mask, keep 6-feet distance and practice frequent and proper hand washing,  There are still safe and fun ways to celebrate 
Halloween on a more limited scale.

The Virginia Department of Health recommends following recommendations from Centers for Disease and Control and Prevention 
to help protect everyone from COVID-19 this Halloween.

Low risk activities:
* Carving or decorating pumpkins with members of your household
* Carving or decorating pumpkins outside, at a safe distance, with neighbors or friends
** Decorating your house, apartment, or living space
* Doing a Halloween scavenger hunt where children are given lists of Halloween-themed things to look for while they walk outdoors 
 from house to house admiring Halloween decorations at a distance
* Having a virtual Halloween costume contest
* Having a Halloween movie night with people you live with
* Having a scavenger hunt-style trick-or-treat search with your household members in or around your home rather than going house to house

Higher-risk activities to avoid this Halloween season include:

** Traditional trick-or-treating where treats are handed to children who go door to door
* Trick-or-treating at houses where individuals are not wearing a mask, and are not six feet apart
* Events with large gatherings (e.g. indoor costume parties)
* Having trunk-or-treat where treats are handed out from trunks of cars lined up in large parking lots
* Going on hayrides or tractor rides with people who are not in your household
* Haunted houses where people may be crowded together and screaming, which is known to increase the production of respiratory droplets.

TTrick-or-treating involves increased risk for transmitting COVID-19 because of the potential of the close proximity to many people and the 
difficulty for children to follow mask use and social distancing recommendations. If you do choose to trick-or-treat, protect yourself and others by 
following the VDH recommendations:

* Wash your hands before going trick-or-treating or handing out candy; 
* use hand sanitizer if soap and water aren’t available
* Wear a cloth mask
* If you hand out candy, consider setting up an area outside, like a folding table or chairs, to set out candy. Space out the placement of treats so that multiple people 
  do not have to reach into the same bowl or find contactless ways to deliver treats, like a candy chute that is more than six feet long. 
                    * For trunk-or-treating, create distance between cars by parking in every other space
         Remember: Costume masks are not a replacement or alternative to cloth masks (or face coverings). 
                                      Remember, it can be dangerous to wear a costume mask over a cloth mask, as it could become difficult to breathe. 
                                                                                    Instead, consider using a Halloween-themed cloth mask.

COVID-19 Halloween Safety Tips


